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From the Chair…
FROM THE CHAIR, JANKEES…
Dear FoBBs,
Welcome to our newsletter.
Autumn has arrived, shorter days, still wet and a lot cooler (Don’t forget to bring your warm clothes for the
upcoming weekend!). Again, a lot has happened at Binna Burra since our last weekend.
At the Tea House, the covered outside deck and the toilets and showers underneath have now been finished
and opened. A really good addition to the tea house and camp site. Our new steps will get plenty of use!!
Five additional Safari tents have also been finished and it includes a double Safari tent with two separate
“rooms” and private courtyard, especially nice for larger families or a small group. An additional toilet at the
lowest level of Safari tents is also finished or is nearing completion.
With the latest easing of COVID restrictions in Queensland t2.34(00&'(5&"'3(',302.063&'31(',(5.3!&'&$2.,3"'352.3
7852 9:*&+; $"352.*.3'"3$&-'<&'3:"+&0=3('=1"*.3(',3)'4(00&'(5.,3-).$5$3(*.3>.+0"1., #(06/
I will still make a complete list of attendees with contact details to share with the manager, to have the full list
of guests on site and as registration is case it is required for Binna Burra insurance (not planning for that!).
Please read about our February weekend, grants, accommodation and catering for the May weekend below.
The February weekend was really nice, with a great atmosphere and we are very fortunate that in a relatively
short time after the fire we have such a passionate and positive group of volunteers, with so many new faces,
supporting the efforts to make the new Binna Burra a success.
Also don’t forget we have a new email address! fobbs@binnaburralodge.com.au
Looking forward to our next weekend at Binna Burra!
Jankees
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Last Time We Met…
COMMITTEE
We held a brief meeting at the last weekend to appoint the committee for the year 2022. Not all that much
changed and after a thank you to Tony Swain for his time and efforts as Treasurer and previously Chair, the
committee was unanimously voted in as:
Chair:

Jankees van der Have

Treasurer:

Luke Abraham

Secretary:

Alison Balson

Meal coordinators:

Anja van Swinderen
Barbara Williams
Alison would like to hand over putting the newsletter together at some stage later in the year. Tom Lewis has
offered to be available for the newsletter role. Thank you Tom! !
It was warm and steamy, but we were very lucky not to get the rain that came down a week later! Another very
well attended weekend with a nice list of achievements.
Image from stock.adobe.com

ABOUT LAST WEEKEND…
Jesse and his friends picked up shovels, wheelbarrows, loppers and rakes and did a fantastic job in finishing
the track that runs through the bush to the sky lodges. The whole track was covered in gravel and the
remaining overhanging vines were cut back. We will still need to cover the water pipe that crosses the track a
few times and Leighton at Binna Burra is organising the signage.
Our step building crew spent another long day on the new steps connecting the top two rows of tents to the
new bathrooms under the teahouse. The top half of the steps were finished, including a connecting path to
the top row of tents. We cleared the slope next to the track of weeds and planted some Lomandras and a
couple of native shrubs. The lower part of the steps are on the program for our upcoming weekend.
Jan and her friends got the sewing machine out to shorten the curtains of a couple of safari tents. Hopefully,
they will not pick up so much dust and mud anymore. We’ll aim to do the remaining tents in May.
Three of us worked with Russell on the renovation of the large Binna Burra water tanks, located just off the
border track. They all but finished putting the new roof on and with this teamwork we have helped to save
Binna Burra a significant sum of money, had the work been done by a contractor!
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The books in the library were again put back into order and given how people use the library, this will be an
ongoing task. Many more books have been donated, but there is a problem: space……
General weeding was done around the place as well as in our bush care areas. It is really nice to see that the
plants we put in last year are now established and many of the small tube stock plants have now reached 1 –
1.5 metres height (the rain was certainly good for them). The grassy and weedy slope where the lower row of
cabins used to be is starting to look like a much more natural area with the plants preventing erosion and
slowly starting to replace the “weedy image”.
Louanne and her team arranged for a beautiful morning tea on Saturday and breakfast on Sunday. Both were
met with great enthusiasm!
We are getting used to fitting into the pottery shed for our dinner and raffle and running a quick washing up
effort in the camp site kitchen.
Massive thank you to Rae for contributing to the photos from the February Weekend!
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GRANTS
Last year we received a grant from Wildlife Australia to start our rainforest regeneration. We were very lucky to
have been put into contact with Kirby. With his 20+ years of experience in bush rehabilitation in the
Beechmont area, he has been a fantastic mentor for us. The grant has been spent on Kirby’s hours during
and outside FOBBs weekends and the plants we put in in 2021 were purchased from the grant as well.
Currently Luke and I are writing the acquittal document for this grant.
The follow up grant for 2022 we have received from the Scenic Rim Council Land for Wildlife program and this
grant will be used to have Kirby’s continued involvement in our program of bush rehabilitation that will now
cover a larger part of the Binna Burra grounds.
Applications for future grants will be going through the Binna Burra Foundation.
Image from gouldgeneanology.com

From The Treasurer…
HELLO!
This year we welcome Luke Abraham to the FoBBs Committee as Treasurer. You may have noticed him in
the last newsletter! (Photo below for reference with Mason, Jan and John!)

Luke has spent a good portion of his life at Binna Burra having been a member of FoBBs on and off since he
was 12 with his Grandparents Jan and Syd. Luke and his wife own a mortgage broking business and
together with his children they enjoy getting out in nature as much as possible.
Luke is excited to be a key part of FoBBs moving forward and thanks everyone for their support to date.
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The Upcoming May Weekend…
THE 2022 ELECTION ELECTION ELECTION!!!!!!!

No, we are not giving you any ‘how to vote’ advice, but for everyone who is planning to come to the May weekend,
please remember to vote early, so you can be there for our FOBBs activities on election day.
Please see the Australian Electoral Commission for more information about how to vote: https://www.aec.gov.au
Images from theaustralian.com and newsroom.tiktok.com

ACCOMMODATION
You can all book Safari tents, caravan sites, tent sites and Sky Lodges through Binna Burra reception (07 5533
3622).
We also have the additional accommodation in the house on Boongala street (5kms from Binna Burra) available
to us again. At this stage one room with a double bed and one room with a bunk bed (Double below, single on top)
are still available. Please call Jankees (0424 363 664) if you’d like to use these.
Image from istockphoto.com
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ACCESS TO BINNA BURRA
During the flooding and rain event that occurred on the 28th February this year there was a large landslide which
has taken out the road between Nerang and Lower Beechmont.
So, all traffic to Binna Burra has to come via the Beaudesert – Nerang (#90) road.
From the Gold Coast take the Beaudesert-Nerang Road towards Beaudesert and before you get to Canungra at
Witheren (Kokoda Barracks) turn left onto Beechmont Road to Binna Burra.
From Beaudesert, go through Canungra, continue towards Nerang and after 2 kms turn right onto Beechmont
road to Binna Burra.
Image from mygc.com.au

RAFFLE
There will be the usual raffle after dinner on Saturday. This will still be done with COVID in mind, so just banknotes
and no coins please. With the group being quite large a raffle does take time, so please do not go overboard with
the number of presents you bring (Anyone who was there in November will know what we mean).
Images from shutterstock.com, 4elementos.com and emojipedia.org

CATERING
Pre-dinner drinks and nibbles are up to your own discretion. Some of us are likely to go up to the
Bushwalker’s Bar (support Binna Burra AND beautiful views) while others might like to stay at the Pottery
Shed. Your choice! (Please be mindful of those with allergies amongst us. So please no peanuts /
pistachios / cashews).
At the time of writing this, COVID restrictions have eased further, which means that food will be served as a
buffet. If circumstances change closer to the time, we’ll have to adapt to whatever the new situation is then!
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Curry Dinner for Saturday Night
Given that it is likely to be cold in May, we thought that some curries would be ideal to keep us all warm.
Contributions we need:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Vegetarian curries
Meat curries
Dal
Naan bread, poppadum’s, and rice (we do have one rice cooker)
Chutney and pickles
Dessert!

Also, please remember:

Given the acute restrictions of kitchen facilities at the Pottery Shed, it’s essential to bring something which
can be heated on a camping stove, so please bring your dish in something which can be heated on gas. Also,
the meal will need to be served and eaten from a plate, not a bowl.
Everything apart from items to be cooked on the camp stove, must be prepared in advance – no
assembling on Saturday. If they can come in their serving containers, that would be even better.
The refrigerator in the Pottery Shed will be available to us.
As usual, the cost of the meal will be $10 / adult and the cost of contributions will be reimbursed to
contributors – please present dockets to our Treasurer on the weekend.
WE NEED EVERYONE TO RESPOND BEFORE Sunday 15th of May for catering purposes WITH THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION:
1. How many in your group.
2. Dietary requirements Pescatarians / Vegetarians / Vegans / Allergies / Other.
3. What you plan to bring along to share with the group, and
• Is it meat / vegetarian / vegan?
• How many servings (roughly)?
CONTACT: Barbara / Anja concerning your contribution and / or dietary requests on: PH: 3378 3589 /
3720 0637 or email: barbar33@bigpond.net.au
Image from gousto.co.uk

RSVP PLEASE!
Are you coming?

Please let us know by reply e-mail whether you are coming including the following details:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Number of people and names.
Present for Morning tea on Saturday?
Present for Dinner on Saturday?
Present for Breakfast on Sunday?

Please reply, including your details about Saturday dinner (see above), by Sunday 15 May 2022, preferably a bit
earlier if you can. Thank you!
Image from vectorstock.com
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