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75 years of Binna Burra

1933 to 2008, Binna Burra to celebrate
another year of magnificent history

Richard Groom, son of Arthur Groom (co- 3 W
founder of Binna Burra Lodge), is back on the J ==Y
Board of Directors, and is an active member of
the Binna Burra team. His presence is greatly
appreciated by staff and customers alike, who
can now feel a genuine re-connection with the &
historical side of the Lodge. Richard remembers
vividly his time growing up on ‘the mountain’. He
shares his thoughts with us as we approach the
75th Anniversary of the first Binna Burra Christ-
mas Camp in 1933....

“Words cannot describe the excitement | feel working at Binna Burra as the
momentum builds up to the 75th anniversary of the first Christmas Camp.
The story of how Binna Burra evolved from the national park ideal, driven by
Romeo Lahey and Arthur Groom, and supported by hundreds of small
shareholders who invested hard earned cash during
" the Depression years of the 1930's, seems more in-
| credible as every year passes. Today as we approach
Binna Burra, 90 minutes after leaving Brisbane, zip-
" ping along in air conditioned comfort, it's hard to imag-
~ ine the enormity of the task the founders and their
helpers took on. How different arriving at Binna Burra
was in 1933: 4 to 5 hours after leaving Bris-
bane, incoming guests would be bumping along in a
large service car, with luggage and supplies strapped onto mud-
guards and running boards. Within sight of Mt Roberts, the last few miles of
road became a rough track, narrow and slippery. Having been told that they
had to walk the last mile to the Lodge, passengers would no doubt have
been looking forward to stretching their legs after the cramped ride. Not
many would have forseen just how tough and scary that narrow uphill track
was. Sagging energy was quickly recharged on arrival at the Lodge where
the large wood fired kitchen stoves produced hot soup, toast and pots of
tea. 75 years on from those incredibly tough times for staff and guests, the
spirit of Binna Burra is alive and well. | am humbled by the energy of today’s
staff and the loyalty of Binna Burra shareholders, which is combining to
keep the dream alive. Hope you can make it up to the hills sometime soon”.

To quote John Muir:

"Going to
the mountains is
like going home"

Above right: Richard Groom.
Above left :Arthur Groom (L) &
Romeo Lahey (R), founders of
Binna Burra. Right: The first
Christmas Camp in 1933.
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Green-fingered Chris is a hit with guests

Chris Duncan enraptures every guest
he runs into at the Lodge. “Once met,
never forgotten” is how we describe
this fun-loving character. His experi-
ence in native gardening, bush-tucker
and knowledge of the surrounding
Lamington National Park, has people
excited to learn more. Chris has stud-
ied hard gaining a Certificate 4 in Hor-
ticulture, although most of his experi-

worked for the Laheys in Canungra,”
Chris explains. Also a native bee-
keeper, Chris bottles & sells his magi-
cal honey to those who partake in his
factual ‘bush-tucker’ talk—just one of
the free activities offered to guests at
the Lodge. Chris has become so popu-
lar over the years that we are thinking
of bottling and selling him!!! Join Chris
in September for an informative

ence has been gained ‘hands-on'.
Chris is a fifth-generation of mountain
folk in the region: “My father went to
the same school as my children do at
Beechmont Mountain, and my grand-
father was a bullocky”. The Duncans

‘Garden Way'’
break, and don’t
miss his  Bush-
Tucker tasting at the
annual Beechmont
Jazz Festival on
14th September.

There are a number of steps you can
take to reduce your carbon emissions.
Small things make all the difference,
and the first place to start is at home.....

compared to a standard bulb.

5. Plant a native tree in your garden. A single tree will
absorb one tonne of carbon dioxide over its lifetime.

6. Switch to low carbon energy by choosing to have a
percentage of your electricity supplied from a renew-
able energy source, such as a wind farm.

1. Turn off unused lights , motors, com-
puters and heating . This can substantially re-
duce wasted energy and money.

7. Buy paper or wood products that adhere to interna-
2. Look for energy efficiency standards . For appliances, | tionally certified eco-standards

the Energy Star rating is a way to describe efficiency.

8. Purchase local and organic food. The production,
transportation and storage of food is responsible for
about a fifth of the world’s greenhouse gas emissions.

9. Think Green & be efficient
use and recycle.

3. Turn off your microwave at the wall. Did you know
the digital display uses more energy than when you heat
your food?!

every day - reduce, re-

4. Use compact fluorescent lights - they last up to 15
years, and reduce electricity use by a minimum of 75%

10. Talk Green to promote ‘The Green Way' to others.

Friends of Binna Burra continue their valued suppor

Friends of Binna Burra (FOBBs) are supporting Binna Burra by doing a
variety of (mainly outside) jobs around the place, for which the Lodge just
does not have the resources. Earlier this year we did a heavy pruning job
in front of the Teahouse, to maintain the magnificent views; we sanded
and re-varnished the “welcome to Binna Burra” sign, and we supported the
restoration of the Clifftop Walk around Bellbird. Once again, the vegetation
around the on-site tents was pruned back to allow some breezes around
the canvas. This year we have added the upgrading of the playground to
our jobs list. In May the place of the ageing “jungle feature” was cleared, while junior FOBBs
were cleaning the rest of the playground. The next step will be the creation of a small Flying Fox
on this site during the coming months. After the work, the FOBBs week-
ends would not be complete without a hot shower, some drinks, a raffle
and sharing a nice dinner and lots of talk.

Thanks to all and please be invited to join! Phone Jankees van der Have
(3378 3589) or e-mail
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Michael Snedic lives in Brisbane, Queensland. He is one of Australia’s

most published nature photographers and has been specialising in nature
photography for nearly 12 years. His subjects include wildlife, landscapes,
plants and macro. Michael's photos have been published in numerous books,
magazines, calendars, diaries, brochures and other publications. Since 2005,
Michael has regularly presented Binna Burra Mountain Lodge’s
“Photography Week ”. He has also presented many nature photography
workshops for government agencies, university students and many private
groups. Michael's enthusiasm and passion for nature photography is infec-
tious. His professionalism, friendly manner and willingness to share any of his
photographic skills and knowledge make Michael the perfect photographic tu-

tor. Join Michael at Binna Burra for 3 days of photograp

hy, educa-

tion & fun from 19th—22nd August 2008.

‘Natural’ conferences on
the increase in 2008

This year has been a record year for con-
ferences at Binna Burra. More city-based
companies are looking for a ‘natural’ alter-
native to the usual hotel conference facil-
ity, and believe it is more beneficial for
staff to clear their heads, breathe in some
well deserved fresh air, and benefit from
the lack of distractions. As well as hiring
our ‘Pottery Shed’ facility, groups of all
ages are challenging themselves to out-
door team-building exercises including
abseiling and the high ropes course. It's
amazing how many ‘corporates’ have con-
quered their inner-most fears in the pres-
ence of their team-mates. This priceless
bond is conducive to increased productiv-
ity and harmony in the work place.

Don't let petrol prices

control your life ...

Booming costs in fuel are affecting
people in many ways, including sacri-
ficing overseas holidays due to the rise
in flight prices. Domestic holidays are
set to increase and Binna Burra’s lo-
cation provides an ideal getaway that
won't be too hard on your wallet.
Only 30 minutes from the Gold

Coast and 90 minutes from Bris-

bane, it's hard to believe the stark
contrast in such short a distance. To
save fuel, reduce your carbon foot-
print, and to beat the stress of the
highway, ‘Back Roads Touring’ now
operates a regular coach service be-
tween Brisbane, Nerang & Binna
Burra. see the website for details.

New Manager Appointed!

Congratulations to Karen Duncan ,
appointed General Manager. Karen
has been working with Binna Burra for
the past 8 years. Her

wealth of experience

and local knowledge is

an invaluable asset to

the continued success

of the business.

Well done Karen!

‘Alcheringa’ - the new

Jewel in the Crown at BB

This amazing house is now avail-
able for holiday rental on a weekly
basis. If you are looking for a
uniqgue accommodation with inde-
scribable views and a ‘dream’ de-
sign, enquire at the Lodge.

R: Views from the
house; below L: bal-
cony; below R: bath-
room with views

More photos and information available at
www.alcheringa.com.au

Michael Snedic

Rex’s recipe

Mussels in White Wine

Ingredients:

1 kg fresh Mussels
(available from good sea-
food stalls or supermar-
kets)

1 x large red onion

1 x clove of garlic

1 x cup of white wine

1 x handful of chopped

parsley

Spaghetti

To prepare:

Sautee the red onion and
the garlic in a large

saucepan. Add the white
wine. Put in the Mussels
(still in the shell). Cover
with a lid and wait until
they open (appx. 10 min-
utes). Add a handful of
chopped parsley at the
last minute. Serve on a
bed of spaghetti.

Bon appetite!



Birding Break with
Barry Davies

October 19th—21st

“Late Spring is the perfect time of the year
; for bird watching in Lamington National Park. By then the first
Barry Davies , storms of the season will have dumped enough rain to revitalise
e the forest after the ‘dry’ and the birds will be in a frenzy of breeding
blrdmg Iegend activity. The migrant species will all be back on the mountain after
extraordinaire, tells their journeys to northern Australia and Melanesia, in the case of
: Flycatchers and some Cuckoo species, or, as is the case with
VISg=oJo N1 M OTei (o] oITHI \oisy Pittas, from down the mountain along the coastal forests.
With everyone at home the morning chorus is tumultuous and the
BIRDING BREAK prospects of seeing birds is excellent.”

Bird-lovers will be in their element with the
plethora of wildlife on hand in World

Heritage listed Lamington

National Park. Don’t miss

this rare opportunity.

To book, call 1300 246 622.

Barry Davies (centre)

NATURE MIDDLE BINNA
RIDGE BURRA's LAMINGTON 75TH ANNIVERSARY
PHOTOGRAPHY GARDEN GREAT WALK
B REAK TRAVERSE WAY CLASSIC 6th—10th October
19th—22nd August “WiLD WALK”™ 10th—12th RUN FULLY
24th August September 4th & 5th October BOOOKED
BUsH
BIRDING RANGERS MELBOURNE SHAREHOLDERS CAROLS
Cup
BREAK CAVE WEEK BY
RACE DAY & 16th—23rd November
19th—21st October “W ILD WALK" LUNCH CANDLELIGHT
25th—26th October 4th November 19th December

Binna Burra Road
Beechmont
Queensland 4211
Ph: 1300 246 622
Fax: (07) 55333747

info@binnaburralodge.com.au

www.binnaburralodge.com.au

Email your answers by 31st August 2008 to
markeing@binnaburraloage.com.au.




