
Late in 2004, BBML was invited to
host two visiting Indonesian Public
Use Co-ordinators from the UNESCO
World Heritage Centre Mentoring
Programme (WHCMP).  It is the first
time an Australian industry has
partnered with the United Nations.

Ms Badiah, from the Ujung Kulon National
Park in West Java and Mr Hendrikus Rani
Sagi, from Komodo National Park in central
Indonesia, stayed three days at the Lodge
and toured the site with General Manager,
Linus Bagley.

The WHCMP was devised by Ecotourism
Australia and UNESCO in 2003 as a vision to
create an environment of shared learning
and assistance for World Heritage areas
between developed and developing
countries.

The visitor's itinerary consisted of three eco-
tourism sites in Queensland and South Africa
culminating in the Ecotourism Australia 12th

National Conference held in the Blue
Mountains.

BBML was chosen because the Lamington
National Park is World Heritage Listed and
the Lodge is a leader in eco tourism in
Australia.

"Ms Badiah and Mr Sagi were shown the
Lodges water management in action, how
water is collected, stored and treated with the
UV disinfectant system.  They were
particularly impressed with the use of gravity
to minimise the use of pumps," said Mr
Bagley.
Maximising waste recycling and minimising
packaging were also of interest to the visitors,
and another highlight was the spotting of a
Koala on the Caves Circuit.

UNESCO Director, Francesco Bandarin, in a
thank you letter sent to Linus, praised Binna
Burra Mountain Lodge's participation in the
programme.

"Your efforts also not only demonstrate your
strong commitment to conservation but to the
type of positive partnership arrangement that
can be developed between World Heritage
sites and the tourism industry".

Five reasons you should swap to the BBV by email
1. Saves on paper
2. Saves forests

3. Same format as the hard copy
4. Choose html or text version for a quick download

5. Saves on costs and time
Go to our website and click on subscribe in the top right hand corner.

www.binnaburralodge.com.au
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WILD SEX
I have always been amused by the breeding habits of these fascinating little animals. Mating takes place either in very late winter or spring,
depending on the locality. Here at Lamington National Park, it is usually observed in the months of September and October. When mating
begins, this period of a few weeks could be described as a mating frenzy.

Copulation may last up to 12 hours, the male ensuring the female’s cooperation by gripping the scruff of her neck in his jaws and bear hugging
her abdomen from behind with his forelegs.

Now here comes the worst bit. Shortly after the mating period all the males die, leaving pregnant females and young in an environment free
from their competition. According to nature, the male is no longer required, as he plays no part in the raising of the young. Being around him
would only be a hindrance.

After a month’s gestation, the female gives birth to 12 young which are carried in the pouch for about five weeks and weaned after three
weeks. As the babies grow, you will find the mother will lose one or two of the weaker babies as they fall off one of her teats as she scampers
about looking for food. These weaker babies will be discarded which is natures way of ensuring stronger young produce a healthy race of
Antechinus in the future.

During the mating time males’ travel extensively between communal nests. With all the males’ attention and energy taken up with sex rather
then feeding, stress hormones (Corticosteroids) strip his body of protein and fat. The result is a breakdown in the animal's immune system,
which results in death within two weeks.
Many females only produce twice so they maximise their chance of success. By giving birth to extra young, they make sure each nipple is
occupied.  They don't eat their young because they are hungry but sometimes more as a case of sexual discrimination.

First time mothers tend to eat, most of their daughters and the second time around kill the boys. Some reasons for this are: Sons grow faster
and larger than daughters requiring more maternal energy, which may be easier for a young mother to cope with.

After sons are weaned they leave the area whereas daughters remain in the area - causing sexual competition the following year.

If females survive to the following breeding season, it requires less energy to raise daughters. She also doesn't have to worry about
competition the following year, as she will not reproduce again. Although the removal of males from the population leaves more resources for
the mother and her daughters, this can be a risky strategy. If weather or predication is particularly bad, an entire population can be wiped out if
no young males survive.

IDENTIFICATION
�  Body length 110mm; tail length 90mm; weight –male 47g, female 28g
�  Flattish broad head, pointed snout, cat-like teeth, the inner big toe on the hind feet has no nail.
�  Broad “Charlie Chaplin” hind feet
�  The pouch is poorly developed and looks more like folds of skin which are pulled over the teats.
�  Distinguished by the distinct change in fur colour from the slate grey head to the warm rufous rump, feet, belly and sides
�  They have prominent light eye-rings and a black tip to the tail
�  The adult scats are long pointed and often very tarry (Up to 22mm by 3mm wide)
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 � � �by Linus Bagley  hat colourful little creature we often see darting
 around the lodge is not a mouse but rather
one of the few small marsupials still seen

around gardens and buildings in suburban areas.

The little fellows we see at the lodge are mainly
interested in insects, but their diet may also include
flowers, nectar, lizards, small birds and mice.

I recently witnessed their method of devouring a mouse
at the manager's house and it was interesting to see the
mouse turned neatly inside out and the everted skin left
as a testimony to the feast.  They will also eat a smelly
piece of bacon or a small slither of meat.

They will soon become quite friendly and come into your
space without fear.  They can be seen darting and
hopping about particularly during the breeding season,
as there seems to be only one thing on the males mind.
They can run upside down along beams,   branches and
 rock surfaces, with as much speed as they scamper
along the forest floor, pouncing on insects and
bulldozing amongst leaf litter in search of prey.

 Their main predators are feral cats, owls and snakes.� � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � �



Kids & Totally Wild TV Crew at High Ropes Course

          fter being christened in January with a large gathering of
          friends, family and staff for Linus and Vanessa’s
          birthday, the Old Maintenance shed will be re-born as
the Lamington Guides Information Centre (LGIC) and a multi-
purpose centre.

The LGIC building has had many lives over the years.  The
rock section was originally built to house two diesel engines
and was used for this purpose till the 1940’s when electricity
came to Binna Burra. It then became a storage shed for the
horse riding operations.

The Workshop section was built in 1964 by Richard Groom,
Ken Purnell and Ken Jordan. It was used for vehicle
maintenance, building components of the new cabins and
general maintenance. Since 1982, it has been a storage shed
until Mac, Chris, Barry and FOBB’s Jo and Keith Weir,
refurbished it with new paint. ceilings, walls and landscaping.

The LGIC will act as a central point for guests, day trippers
and campers to access activities more efficiently.  It is
wonderfully located at the beginning of the drive up to the
lodge so it can be seen by all who enter the Park.

A

FOBB'S Jo & Keith Weir lending a hand refurbishing the GA Centre

The Lamington Guides will have their own office, booking, and information centre.  The larger room will be a multi-purpose room for activities,
school groups. conferences.  It will also be the co-ordination centre for rescue operations and a first aid centre for bush walkers.

The Lamington Guides move in February while the multi-purpose facility will be ready by June.
(contribution by Richard Groom)

The magic of Television came to Binna Burra Mountain Lodge during January, when a TV crew from Channel 10 “Totally Wild” Children’s
environmental show visited BBML to film five stories over three days.

Presenter, Wes Denning, ex Big Brother participant, along with “talent” Elise and Anthea Bagley and Chelsea, Patrick and Jake Fortescue plus
Lamington guide Jo Baldwin were outstanding in their professionalism.

The High Ropes course, Senses Trail and Discovery Forest were featured.  Despite the rain and each story taking three hours, the talent were
patient with the various angles that had to be shot and retakes of interviews.

Segment Producer, Stephen Bergen said the “little stars” patience and warmth
were exceptional. He also said it is the best vision of subtropical rainforest they
have ever acquired. On day two, Jo and the TVcrew walked to Coomera Gorge.
BBML Gardener, Chris Duncan, provided commentary and found hiding holes of
various animals that the crew would probably have walked straight past without
Chris’s in-depth knowledge of the rainforest.

Each story was scripted beforehand but BBML enjoyed many ”plugs” and will
reap the rewards in increased exposure to the family market.  The Totally Wild
audience also complements our environmentally friendly school holiday
programme.

The last day saw Lamington National Ranger, Rodney Anderson, featured in a
segment explaining the Hoop Pines of the Park.

The shows will be aired individually over the year starting March 3.



More reasons to return to BBML in Autumn.  Over the next three months, there are nine different events on from World Sustainable Energy to
the May Carnival Dinner Escapade.

Ecology interested guests can attend "Greening your Home and Business” workshops in March
and World Day for Water features water conservation, sustainability and how rainforests use water.  Guest Activity manager, Tane Gravatt,
also presents BBML as a case study for water management.  The April programme is titled “Tourism is National Parks- friend or foe”.

Two Dinner Escapades will tempt your taste-buds while providing an entertaining evening. Lots of fun and guest participation is expected.
In March, there is a “Back to Front” dinner for those after a very different dining experience.  Dessert is served first, waiting staff have their
clothes on backwards and tables are set back to front. Kooky hey!
April is April Fool’s surprise dinner of course. No details right now, as it’s a surprise but diners will be treated to Chef’s Leo Kozak modern
international cuisine which has been getting rave reviews from guests lately.

Other Special Events are the Wild Walk Weekends are not for the faint hearted. Rugged off-track full day walks for the fool hardy, the fit or you
may be both. Taken by expert guides, all meals are provided; many walks are slippery, steep and slightly dangerous. If you’re saying “bring, it
on” then these weekends are for you. There is no rest on Sunday as you thrill to the heart pumping action of abseiling.  You’ll begin with expert
tuition from our guides on a 10 metre cliff face that falls away into the valley way below. You then progress to the knee shaking 40 or 90 metre
cliff face.

All events are included in the all-inclusive package and B & B package, plus campers can attend all events as well which can be purchased
individually. Check the back page for dates for the Autumn and 2005 programme.

Entertainment BBML Style
Then
Then In the early days, evening entertainment was mostly self-generated. The Visitor’s
Books are strewn with tales of short-sheeted beds and booby-trapped doors!
The ping-pong table has now gone. It used to take the place of tables in the dining room,
and games in which Arthur Groom armed with a saucepan challenged guests to ping-
pong, are well-recorded.
During the war, fund-raising fancy dress nights for the Red Cross or the Salvation Army
became a feature. Visitors, most of whom had walked all day, compared experiences as
they sat around the fire at night, and Gus Kouskos (Park Ranger) shared his love of the
park at the dining table.

Later, with electricity, there were the films borrowed from the National Trust library (and
others), and musical evenings arranged by those with imagination and zeal. Bush
dances became especially popular when management rallied extra males from the
Canungra Army camp or extra females from the nearest hospital – as the occasion
required!
The biggest changes happened when guest activities staff became a permanent part of
Binna Burra life. Spot-light walks, presentations in natural history, games like Oz Quiz,
bush poetry and bush dances have become expected fare on the evening programme.

Christmas Menu 1939

Now
Over the 2004/05 festive season Binna Burra Mountain Lodge staff had many occasions to dress up and have fun with the guests.
The Christmas Carols on the 23rd saw a five piece band made up of staff and friends entertain a capacity crowd.  Staff and guests children
contributed also.

The Christmas Eve concert was an impromptu affair where all staff and guests were asked to entertain the full house of guests after a visit
from Santa Claus (regular local John Ritchie who has been donning the red suit for over 15 years).
The kids’ recited poetry and songs, there was Mandolin playing and even bagpipe playing from guest Robert Pearce, who was kilted up to the
nines. Barry Davies recited bush poetry.

New Years Eve was a Fancy Dress party.  Guests knew in advance to bring fancy dress and regulars knew to bring their voices, instruments,
poetry and dancing shoes. There were games, competitions and bush dancing.  Fireworks courtesy of the Gold Coast were viewed form the
lawn.
On Australia Day the morning activities were washed out, however, the Binna Burra Mountain Lodge Big Band was out in force in the evening.
The evening began with Lamington Guide, Luke Christensen, playing the didgeridoo.  Guests were invited to take up instruments while the
band played many old Australian favourites like “Botany Bay” and “Clancy of the Overflow”. A Jazz guitar impresario was found in the
audience and was cajoled into giving an excellent impromptu performance (contribution by Lesley Hutley).



From the Chairman
Well, I should be wishing you a happy New Year but the year seems to be well underway already!   So I just hope that 2005 is a
very good year for you and your families and that we all get to enjoy Binna Burra and the delights of Lamington even more than
ever.   After all the rain we had in December and January the mountain is looking as green and lush as it possibly could, which
is the upside of rain that disappoints and dampens holidays.

I am standing down as Chairman of the Board of Binna Burra and handing over to fellow Board member Geoff Sharp. It has
been an exciting and rewarding time and certainly added a new dimension to the Binna Burra experience!

Geoff is a Beechmont resident who literally lives down the road…actually on Binna Burra Road. He’s a primary producer with a
business background and was on the Beaudesert Council for 20 years. Of particular relevance to us are his years as Chairman
of the Council’s Finance Committee.

I shall be very happy to serve as a Director on his Board and wish him all the very best for his term in office.

Sallyanne Atkinson AO

Fire Side Chat with Linus
It’s hard to believe that January 2005 has already ended and we are now well into February.
Occupancies levels have fluctuated considerably during the month and the late booking trend has continued to shorten with many guests
waiting until the last few days to book, hopeful of some special deal.

This is so much different to 15 to 20 years ago when guests would book for longer stays and make their booking up to twelve months in
advance. The small conference groups booked during the month of February and March are buoyant; however, we would still like to see many
more of your cheery faces over this normally slow period.

The patchy rains we have been receiving during the month could be regarded as having enhanced the experiences of many of our guests over
this period.

The waterfalls and cascades are spectacular, new growth is seen throughout the forest, and everything seems to be showing a new lease in
life. The flame trees flowered beautifully this year and as I write these notes, the black wattle is in blossom, the blue Quandong and Lilly Pilly
fruits are starting to appear on the tracks.  Elise and Anthea are still picking wild raspberries. They have also informed me the Lamington
Cray’s are quite active with the females having many babies in tow.

On one of our early morning walks up to Tullawallal, Vanessa and I discovered a rather well established flowering Upland Aristolochia vine.
There is a cacophony of bird calls in the early morning forest, we are regularly sighting some of the migratory birds such as Rufus Fantails,
Spangled Drongo’s, and there is a little Spectacled Monarch that has nested down near Bell Bird clearing.

Most of the summer heath flowers seem to be finishing as well as the flowers of the Winged Tulip that are quite prolific on the eastern route up
to the seat at the turn off to Tullawallal.

With Autumn fast descending on Lamington National Park we are slowly getting away from those balmy Binna Burra nights and just starting to
feel the crisp fresh airs of Autumn, and believe it or not the reception girls have even stoked up the lounge fire on a couple of occasions.

During the month, we lodged plans with the Beaudesert Council for the cabin conversions and the Annex and are expecting to get these
approvals in the next couple of weeks. We are also proceeding with the refurbishment of the first four Acacia cabins and the internal lining of
the old maintenance shed is almost complete. Chris Duncan is also doing a great job of landscaping around the entrance to the shed and the
welcome sign.

When this is finished, we will be relocating the rubbish recycling area to a cleared sight near the Sewage treatment plant. A great deal of
maintenance has been carried out over the last six months at the lodge and the campsite and overall both operations are looking in great
shape.

Before finishing this chat, I would like to thank the FOBBS members for their contribution and in particular the members who came up on extra
days to assist with various jobs.

Geoff Sharp has continued to volunteer his time almost every week to entertain our guests with his talents as one of Australia’s great poets.

The work of these volunteers is always very much appreciated.



B          inna Burra was the perfect holiday for our family with two young teenagers. We enjoyed the rainforest and the
          delightful walks, as well as the evening activities and the fine food. We were having such an enjoyable holiday
          at Binna Burra that we decided to extend our stay from eight to 12 days.

The setting is very peaceful and
beautiful. Our daughters loved the
romance of the "attic room" for our
extended accommodation and it was
often filled by a happy bunch of kids
chatting, drawing and playing games.

We were also thrilled to be able to do
a family day trip from Binna Burra to
hike into the Stinson wreck - scene of
the dramatic rescue in 1937. And it
was great to return to the hearty
Binna Burra tucker at the end of the
day!   We'll be back.

by Brian Walters (co-founder,
Wild magazine) Sally Polmear,
Rachel and Georgia

Method
Heat oven to 180c
Slice chicken breast through thickest part to form pocket
Fill with camembert and almond
Seal with tooth pick
Heat oil in pan
Place chicken breast in oil and dust with ½ stock powder
Turn over after few minutes and dust other side
Place in oven and cook for 15 minutes
Chicken is cooked when clear fluid is released when pierced with thin
knife

Picture: Brian Walters and Sally Polemear
Enjoy the cool of Gwongoorool Pool

Head Chef Leo Kozak’s signature dish
Poulet Fromage  (Serves 1)

1 chicken breast
1 sml piece of camembert
1 almond
Flesh of ½ Mango
100ml thickened cream
30-60ml Galliano
1 tsp chicken stock powder
Olive oil for frying

While chicken is cooking puree mango, cream and Galliano.
Heat mix till warm (do not boil)
Place chicken on plate of steamed vegetables
Pour over sauce

Cook’s secret tip.
Chill leftover sauce and use on ice cream, waffles or
pancakes.



The Beauty
We See In Nature  Archives

FOBBS
reunion
On November 12-13 2005, Friends of Binna Burra (FOBBS)
will celebrate their 20th Anniversary with a weekend and dinner
at Binna Burra Mountain Lodge.  All past and present
members are invited. Please contact Heather Pearce 02
94519510 or rpearce@att.global.net or Enid Craik 07
33968640 for more details. The 2005 Anniversary Project is to
refurbish and enhance the Illinbah seat.

Conferences
Wildlife Tourism Australia will be holding its second annual
workshop entitled 'Wildlife Tourism and Conservation, the
perfect marriage?' at Binna Burra Mountain Lodge and
O'Reilly's Rainforest Guest House on 17 - 19 April 2005.
Anyone with a professional interest in the role of wild animals
in tourism (in the wild or in captivity) is invited to attend.

See www.wildlifetourism.org for further details, or email
cnorthrope@griffith.edu.au

 Staff Profile

Lesley Hutley and Shirley our resident
Historians are looking for the following
Christmas Menu’s.

1935,1937,1940,1942-59,1968-70,1974-
83,1985,1990,1994,1996,-97,1999-2001.

Please leave a message for Lesley on
1800 074 260.

In mountain forests, I love to see
small creatures, fairies and the bumble bee.
Each evening when I go to bed
Flower fairies fly around my head.

Off to sleep without a peep
while around my bed a guard they keep.

While I am asleep small creatures wake
like the Paddy Melon, the owl and the snake.

Paddy Melons are cute with babies near
into the pouch when noise they hear.
The old owl hoots, the possums squeal,
and old sneaky snake I do not feel.

As morning comes the birds will sing,
then up to the lodge when the big bells ring.
Porridge, toast, croissants and things
then off to school with the joy it brings.

Poetry
By Elise Bagley (Age 10)

BBML welcomes Willy
Haschka who takes up the
position of Food & Beverage
Manager overseeing both
catering outlets as part of
our dedicated team.
Willy has been at O'Reilly's
Guesthouse in a similar
position for the past three
years and is a resident of
the Canungra District.
Willy started his career at
the famous Hotel School, in
Vienna, Austria and
furthered his studies at
University in New York.

Throughout his career, Willy has continued his studies
gaining certification & accreditation in many areas of
Hospitality, Food & Beverage Management.

Willy has worked at many well known Hotels around the
world and in Australia: Hayman Resort, ANA & the
Travelodge on the Gold Coast to name just a few.  Willy
also has professional Membership in the Chain de
Rotisseurs and Restaurant & Catering Association.
 
Management, staff and guests welcome Willy to the Binna
Burra team and hopes his time at Binna Burra is both
rewarding and challenging.
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Binna Burra Views - Autumn 2005

JANUARY
10th - 12th

Snails & Fungi Walk &
Talks
15th - 16th

Birding Weekend

FEBRUARY
11th - 13th

Chinese New Year -
Oriental Gourmet
$42pp
19th - 20th

Wild Walk Weekend

MARCH
4th

World Sustainable
Energy Day.
©Greening Your Home
& Office©
12th

St Patricks Day
Dinner $42pp
19th - 20th

Birding Weekend
22nd

World Day for Water
©Stream of Life©

APRIL
7th

World Health Day
9th

April Fool Surprises
(Mystery Dinner)
$42pp
16th - 17th

Wild Walk
18th - 20th

Ecology Walk & Talk
©Tourism in National
Parks©

AUGUST
4th - 8th

Photography Week
13th

Winter Warmers
Gourmet - $42pp
20th - 21st

Wild Walk Weekend
22nd - 24th

Ecology Walk & Talk
©Green Fingers©

MAY
3rd - 5th

Ecology Walk & Talk
'The Stars of Lamington
National Park -
Astronomy©
7th

May Carnival - New
Orleans Theme Creole
Food - $42pp
15th - 19th

Rejuvenation Break
21st - 22nd

Birding Weekend

JUNE
5th

World Environment Day
5th - 10th

Ecology Walk
10th

Make a Difference Day
11th

Las Vegas Night -
Gourmet & Gaming to
Benefit Local Community
Hall    $44pp
18th - 19th

Wild Walk Weekend

JULY
15th - 17th

Xmas in July -- $62pp
16th - 17th

Birding Weekend
18th - 21st

Ecology Walk & Talk
(TBA)
22nd - 24th

Xmas in July - $62pp
31st

National Tree Day

SEPTEMBER
10th

Island Gourmet Night
$42pp
16th

Protection of the Ozone
Layer
17th - 18th

Birding Weekend
26th - 28th

Ecology Walk & Talk
'Wildlife Tourism'

OCTOBER
1st

Oktoberfest - $42pp
3rd - 5th

Ecology Walk & Talk
©The Secret Life of Plants©
14th - 16th

Push Poetry Weekend
15th - 16th

Wild Walk Weekend

NOVEMBER
1st

Melbourne Cup Lunch
$24pp
7th - 9th

Ecology Walk & Talk
©The World of Creepy
Crawlies©
19th - 20th

Birding Weekend

DECEMBER
2nd - 3rd

Summer Gourmet - Seafood
Smorgasbord from $66pp
4th - 11th

Shareholders' Week (TBC)
10th

Shareholders' AGM (TBC)
12th - 14th

Ecology Walk & Talk
©Reptiles & Amphibians©
17th - 18th

Wild Walk Weekend


